
 
 
APPENDIX C 

 
 

Climate Change Impact Assessment                      
 

1. This form should be completed for all committee decisions except planning (see below). 
 

2. This assessment is not required to be carried out for planning applications as these are the subject of national regulations 
which determine the necessity or otherwise for Environment Statements to be submitted in support of planning applications 
under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. 

 
3. For the purposes of this form, we refer to your policy, function, project or service as a proposal. It is not intended to be a 

detailed, quantified analysis of emissions - but an overview of the likely impact of your proposals. 
 

4. Please note that a negative impact on climate change does not necessarily mean the proposal will not get approval. 
However, members need to be able to take the likely impact into account when considering your report, in line with 
climate change objectives. 

 
 
       For assistance in completing this form please contact Peter Dosad, Director of Housing & Public Protection 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/introduction/made
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DRAFT PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL STRATEGY 2022-2025 

Please provide an assessment of the impact of the proposal under each of the headings below. If none, please say so. 
 

1. Climate Change impacts 
 Impact of proposal 

Positive/ Neutral/ 
Negative 

                      Explanation of impact 
If you have any relevant data, please include 

that in the explanation and reference the source. 

  Mitigation 

Impact on the council’s 
target of being carbon 
neutral by 2030. 
This applies to emissions of 
carbon dioxide as a direct 
result of our own activities 
and services. 

 
Please consider the 
whole life impact of your 
proposals. 

Positive The draft Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy 2022-2025 sets out 
how the Council aims to address the need for housing renewal in the 
Dartford Borough. 
 
The Strategy sets out the current position regarding the condition of the 
private sector housing stock and the need for improvements. It also sets 
out the types of assistance that will be made available by the Council for 
housing renewal and how this will be targeted.  
 
Reaching carbon neutral means tackling all sources of emissions, 
including the heating of homes. This involves improving the energy 
efficiency of housing, ensuring they require less energy to heat, making 
them cheaper to run and more comfortable and healthier to live in. The 
draft Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy therefore aims to 
contribute towards reducing carbon dioxide emissions in the Borough 
through increasing the energy efficiency of private sector housing.  
 
Housing Stock Modelling Report findings 
The Building Research Establishment (BRE) Housing Stock Modelling 
Report (2020), carried out to inform the Private Sector Renewal 
Strategy, identified that:  
 
 The highest concentrations of all Housing, Health and Safety Rating 

System (HHSRS) hazards in the private rented sector are found in 
the wards of Newtown, Longfield, New Barn & Southfleet and 
Swanscombe. 

 The highest levels of fuel poverty (LIHC) are within the private rented 
sector (14%). 
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 The highest concentrations of fuel poverty (Low Income High Costs 
definition - LIHC) in the private rented sector are found in the wards of 
Swanscombe, Princes and Darenth and for excess cold the highest 
concentrations are in Longfield, New Barn & Southfleet, Wilmington, 
Sutton-at-Hone & Hawley and Newtown. 

 The average Simple Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP) rating 
for all private sector dwellings in Dartford is 62, which is better than 
both England (60) and the South East (60). For owner occupied stock 
the figure is 61 and for private rented stock it is 65. 

 3.8% (1,533) of private sector dwellings and 2.6% (283) of private 
rented dwellings in Dartford are estimated to have an EPC rating 
below band E. 

 In the private sector stock, there are an estimated 6,357 dwellings 
with uninsulated cavity walls and 6,204 dwellings with less than 
100mm of loft insulation. 

 
Strategic priority 
A key strategic priority in the draft Private Sector Housing Renewal 
Strategy is to aim to decrease the number of households who are in 
fuel poverty and/or suffering from ‘excess cold’ and improve the overall 
energy efficiency of the private sector stock in Dartford. The key areas 
associated with this task are: 
 
 Elimination of Category 1 HHSRS Excess Cold Hazard 
 Wall and loft insulation measures 
 Efficient heating methods 
 Improved Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) and SAP ratings 
 
Housing renewal assistance to address energy efficiency 
The Council works independently and in partnership with other 
agencies to advise, educate and promote a range of energy efficiency 
schemes, decarbonisation schemes, grants and discounts to residents 
in the Borough. The Council makes full use of any funding 
opportunities available to support this work and current schemes/ 
initiatives and funding sources.  
 
Current initiatives include the Kent and Medway Warm Homes Scheme 
– Room in Roof/Loft and Cavity Wall Insulation, Warm Homes 
Scheme, Energy Deal - a collective switching campaign, Solar 
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Together Kent, Green Deal and Energy Company Contribution (ECO). 
Funding is often for a limited time period or sum, so ongoing bids for 
monies, target functions and availability will vary during the lifetime of 
the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy.  
 
New assistances outlined in the Private Sector Housing Renewal 
Strategy includes a new Net Zero Grant. This grant will assist in 
tackling fuel poverty and improve energy efficiency and is aimed at 
homeowners, over 18 years old in receipt of certain benefits or on a 
low income with a vulnerability to living in a cold home. The maximum 
grant is £1,500 and the premises must have a low energy rating; EPC 
rating of E, F or G. 
 
Future actions 
The Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy includes actions to 
deliver during the lifetime of the Strategy in relation to the strategic 
priority of reducing fuel poverty and excess cold and improving in 
overall energy efficiency. This includes: 
 
 Targeting households, tenures and geographical areas to provide 

advice/assistance by use of the Stock Model Report and HSCD 
findings 

 Promoting the availability of energy efficiency measures and 
assistances to older, vulnerable and low income households 

 Implementation of the Fuel Poverty Strategy Action Plan 
 Continuing to support the Kent and Medway Energy and Low 

Emissions Strategy: Implementation Plan 
Impact on carbon 
emissions in the 
Dartford Borough. 
This applies to the carbon 
dioxide emissions in the 
district as a result of your 
proposal 

 
Please consider the 
whole life impact of your 
proposals. 

Positive As detailed above – the draft Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy 
aims to contribute towards reducing carbon dioxide emissions in the 
Borough through increasing the energy efficiency of private sector 
housing. 
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Emission of other 
climate changing 
gases. 
including methane, 
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), 
nitrous oxide 

Neutral There are no known circumstances where the draft Private Sector 
Housing Renewal Strategy will have a negative or positive impact on 
the emission of other climate change gases. 

 

 
2. Adaptation to climate change 
Impact on our resilience to the effects of climate change 

The greatest risks posed by climate change to the UK are: 
● Flooding and coastal changes including erosion from extreme events 
● Risks to health caused by high temperatures 
● Water shortages and drought 
● Risk to natural environments & services - landscape, wildlife, pollinators, timber etc 
● Risk to food production & trade 
● Emergence of new pests and diseases affecting people, plants & animals 

What impact do your proposals have on our ability to resist or tackle these problems in the future? 

Impact of proposal 
Positive/Neutral/Negative Explanation of impact Mitigation 

 Neutral There are no known circumstances where the draft Private 
Sector Housing Renewal Strategy will have a negative or 
positive impact on our resilience to the effects of climate 
change. 

 

 
3. Further assessment work 

If yes, please give a brief descriptionIs a further more detailed assessment required at a later stage 
of this proposal?
No


